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Rez runners start, finish in
sunshine this year

By Cathy Dausman
L !

hat a difference a year made

for the Lafayette Reservoir
Run. Race day this year dawned
sunny and mild with a light breeze;
a great improvement over the rainy
skies 0f 2016.

Marshall Eames, one of several
Oakwood Athletic Club volunteers
biking the course for the last sev-
eral years remembers “it rained a
good portion of the race” last year.

This year, master of ceremo-
nies Tom Stack offered ongoing
play by play, while Stanley Middle
School’s  combined symphonic
bands pumped out music to race by.

Mere steps from the starting
line where Oak Hill Road meets
Lafayette Circle, vendors at the
Healthy Lifestyles Fair vied for
customers lured astray by the diet-
busting aroma of pancakes on the
griddle served by The Lafayette
Rotary Club.

Approximately 1,650 partici-
pants competed in one of three rac-
es—a certified SK and 10K run and
the stroller and dog friendly 2-mile
fun run. They came from around
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the Bay Area. The young and fit
triumphed in the 5K race as Nick
Hutson, 15, finished in 17:22 for
the SK. Less than three minutes and
10 runners separated Hutson from
the first female to cross the 5K fin-
ish: 11-year-old Makena Weberski
clocked a time of 19:57. It was the
seventh 5K run in three years for
the Walnut Creek resident.

1.D. Kieffer, 22, of San Mateo
powered through a 5:30 pace to fin-
ish first in the men’s 10K at 34:08.
Orinda’s Alison Zamanian finished
first in the women’s category with
42:46.

Now in its 25th year; the Lafay-
ette Reservoir Run for Education is
a benefit for the school district’s
Lafayette Partners in Education
and the Lafayette Chamber.

“A truly beautiful day in down-
town Lafayette,” said the cham-
ber’s Executive Director Jay Lif-
son.

Eames, who remembers “being
really wet” last year, could hardly
disagree.
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The Fall Market in Lamorinda!

Open Sunday

Sale
Pending!

503 Augusta Drive, Moraga
Wonderful MCC home with a lovely

(
‘») backyard. Expanded Sequoia, over

3700 sqaft, 4Br, 2.5 Ba, light & bright. Special!
$1,395,000 www.503AugustaDr.com

1873 St. Andrews Drive, Moraga
Unbelievable views of golf course.

;\
O Expanded Wimbledon, 2883 sqft,

4Br, 3Ba plus office. Great for entertaining.
$1,575,000 www.1873StAndrewsDr.com

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga
Fabulous Branagh-built home with

i

(») a striking curb appeal. 4525 sqft.,
5Br, 4.5Ba, office, in-law suite & bonus room.
$2,295,000 www.Orinda.com

10 Brandt Drive, Moraga

Wonderful home in Sanders
Ranch. 3692 sqft., 5Br, 3.5Ba,
Bonus room, nice kitchen, private backyard.

$1,608,000 www.Orinda.com
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Council postpones action on
conflict of interest policy

By John T. Miller

Much to the consternation of
the Save Lafayette group,
the City Council at its meeting last
week delayed action on the conflict
of interest issue dealing with com-
mittees and commissions.

The issue particularly involves
members of the Lafayette Planning
Commission and the Design Re-
view Commissions advocating il-
legally for their clients before their
own and other city commissions,
violating the California Political
Reform Act.

The proposal before the City
Council was a continuance from
the Sept. 11 meeting when council
members Ivor Samson and Cam
Burks were tasked with creating a
new policy to eliminate conflict of
interest within the city’s commis-
sions.

Much discussion centered on
whether commissioners should re-
cuse themselves or be forced to re-
sign over conflicts of interest, and
whether or not it would apply to
all commissions or just the two in
question.

Samson and Burks favored res-
ignation, with Samson saying, “We
may lose a lot of good knowledge-
able hard-working people, but a
black-and-white distinction is eas-
ier to apply to all commissions.”

During public input, one Lafay-
ette resident addressed the issue of
qualified people, saying, “I prefer
an unbiased layman who can read

and apply the Lafayette municipal
code to a real estate lawyer or an
architect that thinks the planning
commission is a business opportu-
nity.”

Council Member Mark Mitch-
ell favored recusal as an incremen-
tal step: “It’s better than going fur-
ther with resignation; it’s difficult
to go backward.”

Mayor Mike Anderson agreed,
saying, “If we’re going to tighten,
let’s tighten the recusal policy. We
need to communicate clearly that
there is state law, and, in our policy,
we want to go beyond state law.”

Bob Cleaver, who resigned as
a commissioner, approved of the
proposal. “I couldn’t comfortably
serve on a commission and serve
my clients at the same time,” he
said.

The council voted 3-2 for re-
cusal rather than resignation. An-
derson summed up the next step,
sending it back to the subcommit-
tee and the city attorney to look at
the details of the policy and apply-
ing it for all commissions and com-
mittees. The report is due back next
month.

Burks, who along with Samson
will head the subcommittee, said,
“Maintaining, preserving and pro-
tecting the integrity of the public
process is important. When we see
a fundamental erosion of trust in
the way we run our city we need to
act swiftly.”

Stunning Private Retreat - Still Available!

4144 Canyon Road, Lafayette | $2,850,000
On the market for the first time in 47 years, 4144 Canyon is nestled above Happy Valley
on 3.98+ acres of pure serenity. The four bedroom, four bathroom, single story home
features floor to ceiling glass, views of the surrounding hills and Mt. Diablo. The estate in-
cludes a one bedroom, one bathroom guest house and barn with tack room, three stalls,
hay loft, electricity and water. This is a unique opportunity to own an amazing property
with endless possibilities. Close to downtown, Hwy 24 and BART.

VaIIey“GIen Jewel Box - Pending!

- 3676 Hastings Court, Lafayette | Pending with Multiple Offers!
This wonderful 3BD/2.5BA, 1886+ sq. ft. home is metm:ulousl* updated with beautiful
finishes. The %Qurmet kitchen, open floor plan, cathedral ceilings and floor to ceiling

windows in the living spaces are fabulous. The great room and living room both overlook
a sparkling pool, outdoor BBQ, covered patio and a large grass area. The property spans
110+ acres with views of the surrounding hills and is ideally located near downtown
Lafayette, BART and award-winning schools.
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